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10th REDETE Conference 2023 

“Economic Rejuvenation, Entrepreneurship, and Government in Times of Global Crisis: The 

View from the Periphery” 

REDETE 

REDETE (Researching Entrepreneurship and Economic Development) is a professional network 

of academics, businesspersons, and professionals in the Western Balkan region producing, in 

cooperation with many other international institutions, applied research on the impacts of 

globalisation and European integration on local Balkan communities. Among others, its 

professional activities contribute to the reconciliation of ethnic and religious communities of the 

region following the conflicts of the 1990s. REDETE provided synergies between the local 

government, graduate students and SMEs. In this respect, it acts as a catalyst between the public 

and the private sectors of the economy by way of developing synergies between them and the 

higher education sector. REDETE's annual conference, founded in 2011 with the aim to (re)launch 

debates and scholarly research on issues concerning economic development in transition 

countries, has now moved onto a more complex and rewarding role, benefitting local 

communities, government, businesses, students, and academics. 

The 10th REDETE Conference 

The world is in turmoil. The war in Ukraine set Russia against all NATO powers, disrupting 

global supply chains and scrapping plans for sustainable development across the world. Russia, 

effectively, stopped supplying oil and gas to the EU and the EU turned to American LNG, a 

monumental project as it requires an entirely new infrastructure still to be built. In 2022, the USA 

produced two bills, the Inflation Reduction Act and the Chips & Science Act, which are deeply 

protectionist and against WTO rules aiming at bringing the semiconductor and high-tech 

industry back to the USA. European industry is in disarray. Germany’s BASF, the largest 

chemical industry in the world, hit by the sanctions against Russia downsized and moved to 

China. In this global and European context, what are the views coming from the periphery? What 

are the prospects for sustainable entrepreneurship and economic rejuvenation in the Balkans? Is 

membership in the EU something to aspire to? Will the protectionist measures of the USA affect 

decision-makers in other countries to do the same?  

The aim of the 10th REDETE Conference is to encourage researchers, practitioners, and 

policymakers to contribute to our understanding of the challenges faced by countries and regions 

to promote economic development and regional integration. 
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Programme overview 

 

26 October 2023 

9.00-10.00 Registration 

10.00-10.30 Opening of the conference: welcome addresses and introduction 

10.30-12.00 Plenary session  

12.00-12.30 Coffee break 

12.30-14.00 Parallel and special sessions 

14.00-15.00 Lunch 

15.00-17.30 Parallel and special sessions 

  

17.30-20.00 Free time, short city tours   

20.00-23.00 Dinner at the restaurant “Hercegovačka priča“ 

 

27 October 2023 

9.00-10.00 Registration 

10.00-11.30 Plenary session 

11.30-12.00 Coffee break 

12.00-13.30 Parallel and special sessions 

13.30-14.30 Lunch 

14.30-16.00 Parallel and special sessions 

16.00-17.00 Research discussion and networking 

  

17.00    The city tours, visiting local wineries  
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Programme 
 

26 October 2023 

 

9.00-10.00 Registration  

 

10.00-10.30 

Welcoming speeches for the 10th REDETE Network    

 

Milenko Krajišnik, the Dean, Faculty of Economics, University of Banja Luka 

Jovo Ateljević, the Conference chair, University of Banja Luka 

Vassilios Fouskas, the Conference advisor, University of East London  

Mirko Ćurić, Mayor of Trebinje 

 

Main Hall 

10.30-12.00 

Plenary Session 1 – Keynote addresses 

 

Chair: Jovo Ateljević, University of Banja Luka 

Ron Boschma, Utrecht University 

Will Bartlett, London School of Economics and Political Science 

 Ayla Göl, York St John University  

Predrag Bjelić, University of Belgrade  

Main Hall 

 

12.00-12.30 Coffee break  

 

12.30-14.00 
Parallel and special sessions 

PS 1 – Economic growth and sustainability 

PS 2 – ICT and digital transformation 

Room 

Room 1 

Room 2 
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PS 1 - Economic growth and sustainability 

Chair: Dragan Gligorić       Room 1 

 

Marko Đogo University of East 

Sarajevo, Faculty of 

Economics 

National Competitiveness and Ecological Sustainability: 

Connected or Not 

Jelena Poljašević, 

Mirjana Hladika, 

 Igor Todorović, 

Aleksa Poljašević 

University of Banja 

Luka, Faculty of 

Economics, 

University of Zagreb, 

Faculty of Economics  

Financial Support to the Real Sector in Achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

Izabel Miti, 

Shazaib Butt 

STAMP Research 

Centre,  

Royal Docks School of 

Business and Law 

Why is Sub-Saharan African Region still Underdeveloped: 

Measuring on-the ground development against aid packages 

issued in Southern Africa 

Theodora Sotiropoulou,  

Stefanos Giakoumatos 

 

University of Patras, 

University of 

Peloponnese  

The role of banks on the growth-inequality nexus in 

transition economies 

Brikene Dionizi,  

Elvisa Drishti,  

Donika Kërçini 

University of Shkoder, 

Agricultural University 

of Tirana 

Circular Economy in the Western Balkans in the framework 

of recent sustainable economic development 

 

 

PS2 - ICT and digital transformation 

Chair: Ljubiša Mićić                      Room 2 

 

Saša Petković,  

Dragana Radičić,  

Jelica Rastoka 

University of Banja Luka, 

University of Lincoln,  

London School of 

Economics 

Impact of industry 4.0 on circular economy 

Mia Glamuzina, 

Marko Šantić  

University of Mostar, 

Chamber of Economy of 

BiH Federation  

Comparison of the country's digital presence with its 

competitiveness and development as a tourist destination - an 

example of the countries of the Western Balkans 

Ljubiša Mićić, 

Stefan Tanović 

Faculty of Economics, 

University of Banja Luka  

The impact of digital transformation on the labour market: 

analysis of changes in required skills in the employment 

process 

Donato Iacobucci, 

Martina Orci  

 

Polytechnic University of 

Marche  

User-producer interaction in ICT. A State of the Art and future 

perspectives 

Bojan Ćudić,  

Bojan Baškot,  

Miroslav Todorović, 

David Hazemali 

Digital Innovation Hub 

ONEX,  

University of Belgrade, 

University of Maribor  

Impact of ICT sector development on Venture Capital 

Investments in European Countries 

Saša Vučenović,  

Igor Mišić,  

Milica Marić 

Faculty of Economics, 

University of Banja Luka 

The Impact of Employee Age Structure on the Degree of 

Enterprise Digitalization 

Lirinda Vako Abedini, 

Armen Kadriu,  

Albion Kopani 

International University 

of Struga, 

Laurasi University 

Application and Impact of Artificial Intelligence in Small and 

Medium Enterprises in North Macedonia 
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13.00-14.00 Lunch 

 

 

15.00-17.30 Parallel sessions 

PS 3 – Regional development and public policies 

PS 4 – Business performance analysis and corporate reporting 

Room 

Room 1 

Room 2 

 

 

PS3 - Regional development and public policies 

Chair: Branka Topić-Pavković       Room 1 

  

Danijela Jaćimović, 

Milena Lipovina Božović,  

Bojan Pejović 

Faculty of Economics, 

University of 

Montenegro 

The Impact of Infrastructure Development on the Economic 

Growth of the Countries of the Western Balkans 

Branka Topić Pavković, 

Nikola Vidović 

Faculty of Economics, 

University of Banja 

Luka 

Fiscal Implications of Post-Covid Inflation on Western 

Balkans Countries 

Felix Nana Kofi Ofori 
Sunderland University, 

London Campus 

Africa through the Prism of the Sudan War: Reconfiguring 

Internal “Castles” across the region. 

Dajana Vukojević,  

Miha Lesjak,  

Radomir Bodiroga,  

Aleš Gačnik,  

Tijana Banjanin,  

Simon Kerma 

University of East 

Sarajevo, 

University of Primorska  

Wine Tourism in Slovenia and Bosnia And Herzegovina – A 

Comparative Analysis 

Mladen Rebić,  

Zoran Borović,  

Dragan Gligorić,  

Nikola Avram 

University of East 

Sarajevo, 

University of Banja 

Luka, 

Armed Forces of BiH 

Public-private Partnership as a Concept for Strengthening 

the Competitiveness of Small and Underdeveloped Local 

Governments 

Jelena Trivić 

Faculty of Economics, 

University of Banja 

Luka 

Institutions, globalization and economic development in the 

countries of the region compared to the “New Europe” 
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PS4 – Business performance analysis and corporate reporting 

Chair: Tajana Serdar Raković                       Room 2 

 

Ivana Ivanović, 

Mirjana Čizmović, 

Ana Mugoša 

University of Belgrade,  

Mediterranean 

University, University 

of Montenegro 

ESG rating and financial indicators 

Panagiotis Charalampakis, 

George Mavridoglou, 

Ilias Makris, 

Stavros Stavroyiannis, 

Antonios Georgopoulos 

University of Patras, 

University of 

Peloponnese, Greece 

Performance Analysis of Businesses 

Tanja Laković, 

Milica Vukčević, 

Julija Cerović Smolović 

Faculty of Economics, 

University of 

Montenegro 

Integrating Sustainability Assurance Services into the 

External Auditing Framework: Implications in the Western 

Balkan Countries – evidence from Montenegro 

Tajana Serdar Raković 

Faculty of Economics, 

University of Banja 

Luka 

Challenges of Corporate Reporting in Global Sustainable 

Business Initiatives: Review of Bosna and Herzegovina 

Josipa Grbavac,  
Igor Živko, 

Marko Barbarić 

Faculty of Economics, 

University of Mostar 

Sustainability Reporting and the Professional Accountant in 

Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
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27 October 2023 

 

9.00-10.00 Registration 

 

10.00-11.30 Plenary Session 2  –  Keynote addresses 

 

Chair: Donato Iacobucci, Polytechnic University of Marche 

            Roy Thurik, Montpellier Business School and Erasmus School of   

Economics, Rotterdam  

Georgios A. Panos, University of Glasgow 

Andreas Stergiou, University of Thessaly 

Main Hall 

 

11.30-12.00 Coffee break  

 

12.00-13.30 Parallel and special sessions 

PS 5 – Entrepreneurship and innovation 

PS 6 – Business performance and management 

Room 

Room 1 

Room 2 

 

 

PS5 – Entrepreneurship and innovation 

Chair: Goran Janjić        Room 1 

 

Maja Ivanović Đukić, 

Suzana Stefanović, 

Tamara Rađenović, 

Miljana Talić 

University of Niš,  

Faculty of Economics 

Barriers to sustainable business practices of sustainability-

oriented SMEs in Southeast Europe 

Dominik Salat , 

Petra Krejči  

 

Silesian University in 

Opava,   

School of Business 

Administration in Karviná 

Entrepreneurship in the Czech Republic and Slovakia 

Republic: Case of Karviná and Čadca 

Olivera Radić 

Chamber of Commerce 

and industry of the 

Republic of Srpska 

The Importance of the BFC SEE Program for Improving the 

Work of Local Governments and the Business Environment 

in the Republic of Srpska 

Goran Janjić,  

Danijela Kardaš,  

Zorana Tanasić,  

Petar Gvero,  

Maja Vuković 

University of Banja Luka, 

Faculty of Mechanical 

Engineering 

Development of entrepreneurial skills and teamwork skills 

of students of the University of Banja Luka 
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Alma Lutaj 

The UCL School of 

Slavonic and East 

European Studies (SSEES) 

University College of 

London 

Diaspora Networks as Catalyst in Diaspora 

Entrepreneurship 

Slobodan Marić,  

Radmila Bijekić, 

Lazar Raković, 

Vuk Vuković 

University of Novi Sad, 

Faculty of Economics  

Subotica 

 

Entrepreneurship in the Digital Era 

Jarmila Duháček 

Šebestová, 

AKM Zakaria 

Silesian University in 

Opava,   

School of Business 

Administration in Karviná 

Supporting Refugee Entrepreneurship in Europe: A New 

Challenge to the Sustainable Development Goals 

 

 

PS6 – Business performance and management 

Chair: Dragan Milovanović and Igor Mišić        Room 2 

  

Denis Šulić, 

Nemanja Berber, 

Nenad Marković, 

Vesna Novaković, 

Dragan Milovanović  

Ministry of Trade and 

Tourism of the Republic of 

Srpska, 

University of Novi Sad, 

University of East 

Sarajevo,   

Pan-European University 

APEIRON, 

University of Banja Luka 

Business forecasts in the function of strategic 

management of manufacturing companies 

Andrijana Mrkaić 

Ateljević,  

Sonja Vujović, 

Danijela Vukoičić 

College of Tourism and 

Hotel Management, 

Trebinje, 

Uniersity of Priština, 

Serbia. 

Efficiency of investments in tourism in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina - A comparative analysis 

Athanasios Tsagkanos, 

Costas Siriopoulos, 

Despoina Argyropoulou 

University of Patras, 

Greece,  

Zayed University, UAE 
  

Green Bonds and Futures contracts in cattle: A post Covid-

19 analysis with social policy implications and lessons for 

peripheral countries. 

Saša Vučenović, 

Igor Mišić 

Faculty of Economics, 

University of Banja Luka 

Analysis of Budget Management in Projects in the Republic 

of Srpska 

Jelena Stanković, 

Nikola Pantić, 

Jovica Stanković 

University of Niš,  

Faculty of Economics, 

Unicredit Bank Serbia 

Portfolio diversification into developing markets during the 

time of global crises 

  

13.30-14.30 Lunch  

 

14.30-16.00 Parallel and special sessions 

PS 7 – Migrations, brain drain, social development   

PS 8 – International trade and regional economic integrations 

Room 

Room 1 

Room 2 
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PS7 – Migrations, brain drain, social development   

Chair: Teodora Stanković         Room 1 

 

Iliuta Cumpanasu 

West University 

Timisoara,  

Faculty of Finance 

Migration Flows and Their Impact on Public Spending in 

Receiving Countries by Using Time Series Models 

Bresena Kopliku, 

Nertila Dilaveri 

Faculty of Social 

Sciences,  

University of Shkodra 

The migration of health personnel from Albania. From the right to 

move to the right to stay 

Teodora Stanković University of 

Montenegro 

The Number of Ukrainian Refugees as an Indicator of the Stances 

of European Countries toward Russo-Ukrainian War: Analysis of 

Western Balkan Countries as a Case Study 

Milica Marić 
Faculty of Economics, 

University of Banja Luka 

The People of Bosnia and Herzegovina: 

Why Are They Leaving? 

Dragana Ćirović, 

Boban Melović, 

Marina Dabić 

University of 

Montenegro, 

University of Zagreb 

Circular economy implementation in Montenegro through the 

prism of consumers – exploring consumers' willingness to adopt 

sustainable purchase behaviour 

Bruno Škrinjarić The Institute of 

Economics, Zagreb 

Socio-demographic attributes that shape public perception of 

creative and cultural industries in Croatia 

Mario Bogdanović 

Istrian University of 

Applied Sciences  

Pula, Croatia 

Social Synergy as Economic Solution: Achieving Positive/Smart 

Synergy in Teamwork 

Elvisa Drishti, 

Blendi Gerdoçi 

University of Shkodra 

"Luigj Gurakuqi”, 

University of Tirana 

Steady state level of efforts and life satisfaction – evidence from 

different European welfare regimes 

 

PS8 – International trade and regional economic integrations 

Chair: Igor Mišić          Room 2 

 

Greta Falavigna, 

Valentina Giannini, 

Roberto Ippoliti 

Polytechnic University of 

Marche, 

Bielefeld University 

Internationalization and financial constraints: the case of Italian 

manufacturing industry 

Dragana Vujičić 

Stefanović, 

Boško Mekinjić, 

Dragan Milovanović 

Faculty of Economics, 

University of Banja Luka 

Challenges of risk management of enterprise- transformation in 

international business 

Vladana Ritan 
Faculty of Economics, 

University of Banja Luka 

Examining Trade Performance and Export Competitiveness in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina in the Light of the Covid-19 Pandemic 

 

Jadranka Petrović 
Faculty of Economics, 

University of Banja Luka 

The Impact of The Stabilization and Association Agreement 

between the EU and Bosnia and Herzegovina on Small 

Agricultural Producers in the Republic of Srpska 
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16.00-17.00 Research discussion and networking Main Hall 

 

 

 

Side events opened to REDETE participants (upon registration) 

 

26 October 2023  

 

10.00-13.00 

 

European Enterprise Network - Matchmaking Event  

 

 

20.00-23.00 Dinner at Hercegovačka priča restaurant, Cara Lazara 12, the main square Trebinje  
 

 

27 October 2023 

 

 
Visiting Dubrovnik  

The city Trebinje tours, visiting local wineries   

 

 

 

 


