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As	every	year,	REDETE,	in	cooperation	with	the	Journal	of	Balkan	and	Near	Eastern	Studies	
(JBNES,	 Routledge-Taylor	 &	 Francis,	 eight	 issues	 a	 year)	 and	 other	 prominent	 sponsors,	
University	institutions	and	think-tanks,	organise	an	annual	conference	event	in	which	papers	
presented	 to	 the	 conference	 are	 selected	 and,	 having	 undergone	 rigorous	 blind-review,	
considered	for	publication	by	journal.	The	theme	of	this	year's	REDETE	conference	will	be	on	
"Geopolitics	 and	 the	 political	 economy	 of	 conflict	 in	 the	 Balkans	 and	 the	 Eastern	
Mediterranean.	 Refugees,	 energy	 sector	 and	 prospects	 for	 the	 future".	 The	 organising	
committee	 are	 seeking	 papers	 having	 a	 critical	 and	 scholarly	 perspective	 that	 can	 create	
impacts	and	influence	both	academic	and	policy-making	circles	in	the	region	and	beyond.	In	
particular,	we	are	seeking	papers	on	the	following	topics:	the	new	international	relations	of	
the	Balkans	and	the	Near	East	given	the	economic	rise	of	China	and	the	assertive	military	
postures	of	Russia	and	Turkey	in	the	region;	oil	and	gas	corporations	and	business	interests	
at	stake	in	the	Eastern	Mediterranean	and	Cyprus;	oil	and	gas	pipeline	projects	and	clash	of	
state	interests	over	exploitation	of	resources;	the	transformation	of	domestic	politics	in	the	
Balkans	and	the	Near	East	and	the	new	state	of	exception;	solution	prospects	to	the	Cyprus	
issue	 and	 the	 Greek-Turkish	 conflict	 in	 the	 Aegean	 Sea;	 the	 Balkans	 as	 an	 energy	
transportation	corridor	and	the	 involvement	of	the	banking	sector;	conflicts	 in	Syria,	Libya	
and	 the	Caucasus	 and	population	movements	 on	 the	 ground	 (migrants,	 refugees	 and	 the	
displaced);	the	role	of	Turkey,	Greece	and	the	EU	in	the	refugee	crisis	of	2014-2020;	impact	
of	Covid-19	on	domestic	and	international	politics	related	to	the	region,	especially	impact	on	
refugees	and	 the	displaced.	All	prospective	submissions	are	highly	encouraged	 to	become	
familiar	with	research	already	published	on	these	themes,	especially	in	JBNES's	special	issue	
on	"Crisis	in	the	Eastern	Mediterranean	and	Covid-19"	(v.22,	n.3,	March	2020),	as	well	as	in	
the	 forthcoming	 special	 issue	 "The	 political	 economy	 of	 South-eastern	 Europe	 –	
beyond	transition	economics"	(v.23,	n.1,	January	2021).	To	acquire	a	flair	for	the	current	
debates	 in	 JBNES,	 see	 attached	 discussion	 between	 Bulent	 Gokay,	 Biljana	 Vankovska	 and	
Vassilis	K.	Fouskas	on	the	issue	of	refugees	and	the	various	problems	facing	the	Balkans	and	
the	Near	East.				
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